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Why?
Why networking of Green local councillors?

• Cities (capitals and University cities) are strongholds of Green parties in 
municipal elections;

• Greens score over 15% of the votes (Amsterdam, Berlin, Brussels, 
Copenhagen, Helsinki, etc.);

• Victories in national and EP elections are unthinkable without strong 
Greens in the cities.

• Greens take part in city governments and co-design local policy (Brussels, 
Helsinki, Malmö, Munich, Paris, Vienna, Zurich, etc.).

• Green mayors‘ initiatives are well-known far beyond their cities (e.g. 
Tübingen). 
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Green Strongholds

    
Some „Green Strongholds” in local elections:

   Frankfurt/Main 25.8%
   Stuttgart 25.3%
   Helsinki 23.2%
   Copenhagen 22.2%
   Cologne 21.7%
   Utrecht 20.7%
   Brussels (Region) 19.2%
   Innsbruck 19.1%
   Luxemburg 18.5%
   Lausanne 17.7%
   Berlin 17.6%
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Greens in City Governments
    
    Some cities with Greens in executive functions:

    AMSTERDAM (Netherlands)
    Coalition Social Democrats-Liberals-Green Left. Green city 

government members in charge of labour & diversity and urban 
planning & housing.

    Region of BRUSSELS (Belgium)
    Coalition of several parties. Green minister Evelyne Huytebroeck 

(environment & energy), 2 state secretaries in charge of traffic and 
equality.

     PARIS (France)
     Red-Green majority since 2001, 4 green city gov. members in 

charge of sust. development, disabled, green spaces and children.
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Greens in City Governments
    
    Some cities with Greens in executive functions:

    COPENHAGEN (Denmark)
    Since 2009 coalition Social Democrats-SF, SF city government 

members in charge of health (Ninna Thomsen) and environment (Bo 
Asmus Kjeldgaard).

    HELSINKI (Finland)
    Green city government members since 1992, deputy mayor Pekka
    Sauri since 2003, in charge of public works and environment.

     MALMÖ (Sweden) 
     Red-red-green coalition since 2006, deputy mayor Lari Pitkä-Kangas.
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Greens in City Governments
    
    Some cities with Greens in executive functions:

    MUNICH (Germany)
    Since 1990 red-green majority, since 1996 Third Mayor Hep 

Monatzeder (Die Grünen).

    VIENNA (Austria)
    Since 2010 red-green majority, deputy mayor Maria Vassilakou, in 

charge of urban planning, traffic, climate protection, energy 
planning and public participation.

     ZURICH (Switzerland) 
     Green city government members in charge of construction (Ruth 

Genner) and police (Daniel Leupi). Red-green majority since 1990.
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Causes for Green Successes in Cities 

• Conflicts can directly be felt on local level (social exclusion, migration/integration, traffic & 
environment…), 

• as well as chances and perspectives for the future (diversity, cultural development, 
innovation…). 

• Local topics concern citizens directly:  traffic calming, public space, cultural expression, 
accessibility of public services, affordable housing – Greens offer the concepts!

• Greens can show that they are able to put their concepts into practice People/voters can be 
directly attracted to Green ideas and projects.

• In cities, towns and urban districts the local councillors often are the first to be addressed by 
citizens. Their performance and experience thus notably contributes to the success of Greens 
in elections. 

• And finally:  Cities and urban areas are a good ground for „open minded“, alternative, 
innovative solutions.
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The first European conference

    

   April  8th - 10th, 1988,   
   Antwerp (Belgium):

   4th  Congress of  
   European Greens

   Main topic:
   LOCAL POLITICS.
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15 years of networking
    
1996:  Vienna I:  Initiative for Europe-wide networking.

2003:  Vienna II: 300 participants, many from Central and Eastern Europe.  
Topic: public services.

2006:  Barcelona:  
„Greening the streets“.
Topic climate protection.

2009:  Stuttgart:  Topics energy,
 „Green New Deal“.

2011:  Berlin:   Topics local democracy,
migration/integration, struggle against corruption.
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Existing networks
    
    Greens in Big Cities:
     Founded in 2001, c. 20-40 participants, issue-oriented.

Meetings in Berlin (2005) , Amsterdam (2006), Vienna (2007), Istanbul (2009), Budapest 
(2010) and Thessaloniki (2012).

     Central European Round Table of Green Local Councillors Vienna:  
Founded in 2005, annual meetings in Vienna Town Hall.
Participants:  Greens from Croatia, Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, Slovakia, 
Slovenia etc.
Forthcoming CERT:  October 5/6, 2012.

     Northern Capitals Exchange:  
New initiative by GEF and Finnish Green Foundation. 
2012 first meeting of Greens from Copenhagen, Helsinki, Oslo, Stockholm and 
Tallinn.

     Global Greens Parliamentarian Network, Local Government Network (Dakar) 
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The Website www.greensuccesses.eu

    
Budapest, Setubal, Prague, Frankfurt, Helsinki, Vienna, Paris…
And where is  GREEN  in your city?     
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Website, Screenshot

        homepage
     



13

Website, Screenshot

       project overview
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Website, Screenshot

        Best practice  Frankfurt
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Website, Screenshot

        Best practice  Budapest
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Website, Screenshot

        Links
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Website, Screenshot

        Link to updated election results
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Proposals for next steps
    
    5 year action plan EGP Local Councillors network:
    including developing a plan for supporting Green local 
     councillors in countries with weak Green parties
     July 6th:  Meeting in Brussels
     Decision by EGP Council:  November 2012

     
     Building up Global networks (Dakar):
     - Parliamentarians
     - Greens in Government

    
    New regional networks (Scandinavia, …):
    Role of Balkan Greens Network?    
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Thank you 

for your attention!

               Monika Vana

EGP:  monika.vana@europeangreens.eu
Greens in Vienna:  monika.vana@gruene.at
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